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Texts: Acts 10:34-43 • Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 • 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 • John 20:1-18

Happy Easter everyone. The Lord is Risen. 
We are speaking words today that are being echoed all around the globe. As 

time zones go, many have been, are, and will be gathering to celebrate this day at 
the center of the Christian faith. Billions of people from grand cathedral spaces like 
this one to house churches, churches in the open like ours, and churches in hiding. 

We are gathered today certainly with those whose faces we see but we are also 
gathered with the memories and presence of those we can’t see — from around the 
world and those who have gone before us and who gather in God’s presence this 
day.

We aren’t here for a history lesson today about what exactly happened at the 
tomb. Nor are we studying the change in molecular activity that happened in Jesus’ 
body to cause him to come back to life. 

We are not here to explain the miraculous resurrection but to proclaim its 
power and share what it means for a world that knows too much darkness.

We are witness in our own time to powers beyond our control. We are afraid 
of so many things beyond our power — economic hardships, oil prices, terrorism, 
greed, -isms of every kind. 

And they would seem to be so all powerful…but today we bear witness to a 
different power at work in the world. We proclaim that the same power at work in 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ is the same power at work in the world today wher-
ever life is fully lived.

The glory of God is a person who is fully alive, said Iraeneus, a second-cen-
tury Christian. And the 20th-century preacher Howard Thurman said about our 
search for calling and purpose, “Don’t ask what the world needs, ask what makes 
you come alive, because what the world needs are people who are fully alive.”

The same power at work that raised Jesus from the dead is the same power 
at work in the world today to bring life. And it is that power at work in the world 
today that I stand to give witness to.
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I have been fortunate to know and witness many people who were and are 
fully alive. 

My grandmother Addie was fully alive. She was a tract-carrying woman of 
the Baptist expression of our faith. She could give someone the prayers and scrip-
tures on those cards without arrogance or being off-putting but with love and grace. 
So when she died, and I was only six years old when she died, it was not hard for 
me to imagine her, fully alive — because of the way she lived.

Julian Caswell was an usher in my home church. He was a quiet man who 
welcomed so many to the doors of the church and let a little guy like me stand be-
side him after it was all over. He was larger than life to me, fully alive, so that when 
he died, it was not hard for me to imagine him, fully alive — because of the way he 
lived.

Judy was a woman in a church I served who battled cancer with great resolve 
and joy. I never saw it take her spirit from her, and when it finally took her body, I 
could easily imagine her still alive because she was so fully alive when she was here.

Marilyn Cranford was a matriarch for a little church I served. Those of our 
United Methodists understand apportionments. These are the dollars we give in 
covenant with our global church. These were so important to her that some years 
she singlehandedly paid the church’s apportionments each year — 1200 dollars, if I 
recall. Marilyn is still alive today.

Once my wife and I were went to a local Sears to get our family photo taken. 
When we arrived there was a couple who were in their 70’s and had with them new-
born twins. After we learned their story, we were inspired. This couple were foster 
parents and over the course of their adult lives had seen close to 80 children come 
through their home; many just for a few hours or a few days at a time. Every time 
they received a child, they would rush to the local Sears and get their family photo 
taken! I don’t know what has become of this couple, but in my mind they are fully 
alive.

And I think of my Dad today. We never doubted that we kids were more im-
portant than the job he held. He loved his work, and he was good at it, but his fam-
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ily was always top, and we always knew it. And still do. He is very much alive and 
fully so.

There are too many here to count, so I won’t get in trouble and name them. 
So many of you give, mentor, teach, serve, parent, grandparent, and bring life to the 
world one relationship at a time. You are so fully alive.

You’ll notice that none of these examples are leaders of great social move-
ments. No presidents or CEO’s or queens or generals. 

For I am convinced that the witness of Jesus happens not just with the great 
leaders of any time, but I am convinced now more than ever that it is one relation-
ship at a time. 

One life at a time redeemed, forgiven, transformed that truly saves the world.
Therefore it is not hard for me to imagine then that Jesus is not dead but fully 

alive and the power of the resurrection is still very much at work in our world today 
because of these witnesses and many many more.

Our choices are shown to us in plain view through John’s version of Easter 
morning. We can believe and return home afraid, unsure, back to our lives, or, like 
Mary, we can stay around long enough to hear our name called by Jesus. 

Those disciples eventually got it, they heard the message, they were faithful…
BUT, wouldn’t it be great, if we believed and believed again— now — and somehow 
shared through our life the resurrection power at work in Christ?!!

It is at work around you and in you. Let the whole world say Alleluia and let 
all God’s people say together Amen.


