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Texts: 1 Samuel 16:1-13 • Psalm 23 • Ephesians 5:8-14 John 9:1-41

1 Samuel 16:1-13
The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have reject-

ed him from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send 
you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his 
sons.” 

Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” 
And the Lord said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice 

to the Lord.’ Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; 
and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.” 

Samuel did what the Lord commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders 
of the city came to meet him trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?” 

He said, “Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify yourselves 
and come with me to the sacrifice.” 

And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice.
When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anoint-

ed is now before the Lord.” 
But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the 

height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for the Lord does not see as 
mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the 
heart.” 

Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He said, 
“Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” 

Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the Lord cho-
sen this one.”

Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, 
“The Lord has not chosen any of these.” 

Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” 
And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” 
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And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit down 
until he comes here.” 

He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and 
was handsome. The Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.” 

Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence of his 
brothers; and the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from that day for-
ward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah.

Psalm 23
The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.
He makes me lie down in green pastures; he leads me beside still waters;
he restores my soul. He leads me in right paths for his name’s sake.
Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil; for you are with 

me; your rod and your staff — they comfort me.
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint 

my head with oil; my cup overflows.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall 

dwell in the house of the Lord my whole life long.

Ephesians 5:8-14
For once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as chil-

dren of light — for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and 
true. Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful 
works of darkness, but instead expose them. For it is shameful even to mention 
what such people do secretly; but everything exposed by the light becomes visi-
ble, for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, “Sleeper, awake! 
Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.”
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John 9:1-41
As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, 

“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 
Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born 

blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. We must work the works of 
him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. As long as 
I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 

When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the sa-
liva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool 
of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to 
see.

The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to 
ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” 

Some were saying, “It is he.” 
Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” 
He kept saying, “I am the man.” 
But they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” 
He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and 

said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed and received my 
sight.” 

They said to him, “Where is he?” 
He said, “I do not know.”
They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now 

it was a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. Then the 
Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, 
“He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” 

Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not ob-
serve the sabbath.” 

But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” 
And they were divided. 
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So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was 
your eyes he opened.” 

He said, “He is a prophet.” 
The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight 

until they called the parents of the man who had received his sight and asked 
them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” 

His parents answered, “We know that this is our son, and that he was 
born blind; but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who 
opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” 

His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had 
already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put 
out of the synagogue. Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” 

So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they 
said to him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” 

He answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, 
that though I was blind, now I see.” 

They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 
He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why 

do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” 
Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of 

Moses. We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not 
know where he comes from.” 

The man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where 
he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen 
to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. Never 
since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person 
born blind. If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” 

They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to 
teach us?”

And they drove him out.



The Religion of the Heart • March 26, 2017 • Rev. Thomas A. (Tommy) Williams • Page 5

Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, 
“Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 

He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” 
Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” 
He said, “Lord, I believe.” 
And he worshiped him.
Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment so that those who do not 

see may see, and those who do see may become blind.” 
Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are 

not blind, are we?” 
Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that 

you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.”

Maria was born many weeks premature in a small village in Eastern Europe. 
She was blind from birth. At the age of 15, she came to the United States, where a 
talented surgeon determined that one of her eyes could possibly work if Maria re-
ceived a corneal transplant. 

A donor was located. The surgery was done. And at the age of 15, having 
lived her whole life in darkness, the doctors sat Maria in front of a mirror, and slow-
ly removed the bandages from her eye. 

Thanks to a video taken from over her right shoulder, we are privileged to 
watch the look on her face as slowly, for the first time in her life, she begins to see. 
She looks at herself in the mirror. 

Her face fills with astonishment. She’s never seen anything, and now she can 
see herself! She says in absolute delight, “I’m so pretty!” 

First words: I’m pretty!
Beautiful and amazing response. Can you imagine?
It gives me imagination for the Gospel story we just heard. 
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We had to amend the story this week because it goes much longer — through 
verse 41. (The scripture is included in its entirety in this printer-friendly copy.)

The whole story of Jesus healing the blind man at Siloam takes place in five 
scenes. 

In the first scene Jesus heals the blind man. 
In the second scene the neighbors of the blind man wonder aloud what hap-

pened and if this is the same blind boy who grew up around the block. 
In the third scene the Pharisees get involved, and they drag the parents into 

the fray, and both Pharisees and parents interrogate the blind man about his iden-
tity and his healing. 

In scene four the Pharisees argue with Jesus about sin, the Sabbath, and about 
the identity of Jesus himself. 

And in the final scene, the blind man believes in the son of God, he is reject-
ed by the Pharisees, and all go away wondering who is really blind and who really 
sees.

John is picking up on the narrative of creation and liberation that flows 
through the Bible. In this one blind man, we see the story of all of humanity creat-
ed, redeemed, and commissioned to take part in the saving work of God. Jesus heals 
him by reaching into the dust of the earth and giving him new life.

This is an echo of the first chapter of Genesis when God speaks creation into 
existence and then forms humanity out of the dust of the earth, making life.

This is not only a story of creation, this is a story about baptism where the 
man’s core identity is restored. At his core, he is not first a blind man, beggar, sinner, 
but a child of God. 

Imagine for a moment what this must be like for him…blind from birth, dif-
ficulty for his parents. They may have counted on him to take care of him when 
they are old, and now they would need to do that for him as long as they can. When 
they die, he would either go to another relative or be left on the street. No seeing eye 
dog, no Braille; he has never seen his own face; he has never seen the faces of his 
parents — or the face of Jesus in this moment. 
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Doesn’t ask for help, doesn’t demonstrate prior faith; healed by a God he can’t 
see — just like us — healed by a God we can’t see.

Immediately the skeptics jump in: We didn’t approve this healing. Jesus is not 
on your insurance plan, how come you’re blind, must be someone’s fault…

And isn’t this the classic way sin is interpreted in our day, too? 
For some, sin is all about personal responsibility. It’s about individual moral 

decision making; thus, the blind man must have done something, it was his own 
fault — and his problem. 

And for others, it’s all about the systems and structures that hold us in bond-
age. He’s a victim. 

And Jesus says it’s neither; both are wrong. The man’s blindness is a mystery; 
it defies easy categories. 

Jesus is more interested in redeeming than explaining.
Sight and blindness is a theme throughout the Gospel of John. 
Holiness here is associated with those who know they don’t know. 
Sight is associated with those who think they know. 
This flips the theology, the religious teaching of his day. 
The blind man represents all of us when God opens our eyes to new life.
If we think we know it all, probably not.
If we’re plain mystified, but trusting that God is at work, you’re on the right 

trail.
Gone is blueprint Christianity, 40 days to a figured out life, and, in this is the 

Christian life of wonder and mystery.
Jesus never once told his disciples that, if they loved and obeyed him, he 

would free them from all pain. In fact, just the opposite; he told them that there 
would be a cross for his followers. 

As important as health and wholeness were to Jesus, something else was at 
stake here — the importance of seeing ourselves, and all of life, with the eyes of 
Christ. Seeing, like Maria, the young blind girl, that in the midst of her darkness, 
there was beauty all along. 
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Among you, especially those in adulthood, I often hear talk about the con-
stant busyness of life. A treadmill that you can’t seem to get off…of expectations 
and pressures, and time moving quickly…

Usually people say this with a mixture of angst and frustration. The story 
goes something like this from one young adult:

“I never saw my parents because they were working day and night to 
get me into the best pre-school and then grade-school, and by the time 
middle-school came around, I pretty much had it figured out — get 
good grades, play lots of sports, find positions that have to do with 
‘being a leader,’ do well on standardized tests, a fine college is the key 
to a fine grad school, a fine grad school will find me a smart and beau-
tiful person to spend my life with, and a great job to boot, so the two of 
us can work day and night to get our three-year old twins into the best 
pre-school in town, the one with the pictures of its Ivy League alums 
up and down the hallway.” 
It’s a familiar story, and it’s a cynical story. . . except that each year colleges are 

reporting another trend: Teach For America hired four times more graduates from 
Duke one recent year than any other organization. 

You know the story of what college students do on spring break, Cancun, 
Palm Beach, parties. But there is another narrative — college students are spending 
much of their spring breaks on mission work.

And while there is much talk about the “spiritual nones,” there is a parallel 
trend on Google and other search engines of people desperately searching for new 
vision, new life.

They have been blinded by old dangerous theologies of guilt and shame, 
looking for lives of faith that open up new possibilities in the world around them. 

Blindness and Sight are parallel realities struggling with one another. It seems 
that Jesus’ word to us is one of humility about what we think we know and open-
ness to what new eyes, new vision God can give us.
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The neighbors, the parents, the Pharisees, they know this man, they really 
know him. They know the story — he was blind and that would never change… 
and yet he was baptized and sent…

So the next time your friend decides to get off the treadmill, leaves the con-
sulting gig on the table, and applies to seminary, don’t be surprised. 

Or when someone turns down the promotion to spend more time at home, 
or decides to pay their workers more than the competitor because it’s the right thing 
to do.

Maybe they’ve had an encounter with Jesus, maybe they’re being washed, 
maybe they’re being sent. 

Jesus did that once for a blind man on the edge of Jerusalem a long time ago, 
and who knows . . . You may be next!

Amen.


