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Entry into Jerusalem, 1304-06, by Giotto di Bondonne, c. 1270 – 1337
Fresco
Scrovegni Chapel, Padua, Italy 
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This painting is a portion of the decoration of the Scrovegni Chapel in Pauda, a fresco cycle that 
depicts the Life of the Virgin and the Life of Christ and is regarded as one of the masterpieces of 
the Early Renaissance. Mark’s text is followed: cloaks are on the donkey and being spread on the 
road, and “leafy branches” are being cut from the trees in the background. Jesus is offering a 
gesture of peace and blessing.  

Known as “Giotto,” this painter and architect is generally considered the first in a line of great 
artists who contributed to the Renaissance. Yet, few facts are known about his life other than 
that he painted these frescos and that he designed the bell tower of the great Florence Cathe-
dral. Many works are attributed to him, however, including frescos in the Basillica of St. Francis 
of Assisi in Assisi, Italy, as well as paintings in the Uffizi Gallery in Florence. Giotto broke with 
the Byzantine style of painting in which the figures were often stiff and two dimensional, and he 
gave new value to the human figure and its relationship with space. 

— Art curated and narrative provided by Norman Mahan

Isaiah 50:4-9a
The Lord God has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to sustain the 

weary with a word. Morning by morning he wakens —  wakens my ear to listen as those who 
are taught. The Lord God has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn backward. 
I gave my back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I did 
not hide my face from insult and spitting. The Lord God helps me; therefore I have not been 
disgraced; therefore I have set my face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame; he 
who vindicates me is near. 

Who will contend with me? 
Let us stand up together. 
Who are my adversaries? 
Let them confront me. 
It is the Lord God who helps me; who will declare me guilty? 
All of them will wear out like a garment; the moth will eat them up.

Psalm 118
O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his steadfast love endures forever!
Let Israel say, “His steadfast love endures forever.”
Open to me the gates of righteousness, that I may enter through them and give thanks 

to the Lord.
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This is the gate of the Lord; the righteous shall enter through it.
I thank you that you have answered me and have become my salvation.
The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone.
This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes.
This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.
Save us, we beseech you, O Lord! O Lord, we beseech you, give us success!
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. We bless you from the house of 

the Lord.
The Lord is God, and he has given us light. Bind the festal procession with branches, up 

to the horns of the altar.
You are my God, and I will give thanks to you; you are my God, I will extol you.
O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever.

Philippians 2:5-11
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of 

God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking 
the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, he humbled 
himself and became obedient to the point of death — even death on a cross. Therefore God 
also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of 
Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue 
should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

Mark 11:1-11
When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the Mount of 

Olives, he sent two of his disciples and said to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and im-
mediately as you enter it, you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden; untie it and 
bring it. If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs it and will 
send it back here immediately.’” 

They went away and found a colt tied near a door, outside in the street. As they were un-
tying it, some of the bystanders said to them, “What are you doing, untying the colt?” 

They told them what Jesus had said; and they allowed them to take it. Then they 
brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it; and he sat on it. Many people spread their 
cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy branches that they had cut in the fields. Then those 
who went ahead and those who followed were shouting,
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“Hosanna!
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David!
Hosanna in the highest heaven!”

Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had looked around 
at everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve.


