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Luke 9:28-36 (37-43)
Transfiguration, c. 565
Mosaic in the apse of the catholicon
Saint Catherine’s Monastery, Sinai, Egypt (See Page 4.)

This is believed to be the earliest surviving image of the Transfiguration. Christ is surrounded by 
a gray almond-shaped “mandorla,” a symbol commonly used in ancient art to express His maj-
esty, glory, and divinity. With eyes directed toward the viewer, He holds His right hand in bless-
ing. Shafts of light stream from His body and strike each of the five others present: to Christ’s 
right, the Prophet Elijah; to His left Moses; scattered about His feet, the Apostles John, Peter, 
and James. Moses and Elijah appear to be blessing a serene-looking Christ, while the faces of 
the three Apostles register confusion and bewilderment.

Saint Catherine’s Monastery, officially known as “Sacred Monastery of the God-Trodden Mount 
Sinai,” lies at the foot of Mount Sinai, is controlled by the autonomous Church of Sinai, part 
of the wider Eastern Orthodox Church, and is a UNESCO World Heritage Site. Containing the 
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world’s oldest continually operating library, and one of the oldest working Christian monasteries 
in the world, it was built between 548 and 565, presumably at the site where Moses saw the 
burning bush. A “catholicon” is the sanctuary within the cluster of buildings of a monastery. 

 — Art curated and narrative provided by Norman Mahan

Exodus 34:19-35
All that first opens the womb is mine, all your male livestock, the firstborn of cow and 

sheep. The firstborn of a donkey you shall redeem with a lamb, or if you will not redeem it you 
shall break its neck. All the firstborn of your sons you shall redeem. No one shall appear before 
me empty-handed. Six days you shall work, but on the seventh day you shall rest; even in plow-
ing time and in harvest time you shall rest. You shall observe the festival of weeks, the first fruits 
of wheat harvest, and the festival of ingathering at the turn of the year. Three times in the year 
all your males shall appear before the Lord God, the God of Israel. For I will cast out nations 
before you, and enlarge your borders; no one shall covet your land when you go up to appear 
before the Lord your God three times in the year. You shall not offer the blood of my sacrifice 
with leaven, and the sacrifice of the festival of the passover shall not be left until the morning. 
The best of the first fruits of your ground you shall bring to the house of the Lord your God. You 
shall not boil a kid in its mother’s milk. The Lord said to Moses: Write these words; in accor-
dance with these words I have made a covenant with you and with Israel.

He was there with the Lord forty days and forty nights; he neither ate bread nor drank 
water. And he wrote on the tablets the words of the covenant, the ten commandments. Moses 
came down from Mount Sinai. As he came down from the mountain with the two tablets of the 
covenant in his hand, Moses did not know that the skin of his face shone because he had been 
talking with God. When Aaron and all the Israelites saw Moses, the skin of his face was shining, 
and they were afraid to come near him. But Moses called to them; and Aaron and all the leaders 
of the congregation returned to him, and Moses spoke with them. Afterward all the Israelites 
came near, and he gave them in commandment all that the Lord had spoken with him on Mount 
Sinai. When Moses had finished speaking with them, he put a veil on his face; but whenever 
Moses went in before the Lord to speak with him, he would take the veil off, until he came out; 
and when he came out, and told the Israelites what he had been commanded, the Israelites 
would see the face of Moses, that the skin of his face was shining; and Moses would put the veil 
on his face again, until he went in to speak with him.
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Psalm 99
The Lord is king; let the peoples tremble! He sits enthroned upon the cherubim; let the 

earth quake!
The Lord is great in Zion; he is exalted over all the peoples.
Let them praise your great and awesome name. Holy is he!
Mighty King, lover of justice, you have established equity; you have executed justice and 

righteousness in Jacob.
Extol the Lord our God; worship at his footstool. Holy is he!
Moses and Aaron were among his priests, Samuel also was among those who called on 

his name. They cried to the Lord, and he answered them.
He spoke to them in the pillar of cloud; they kept his decrees, and the statutes that he 

gave them.
O Lord our God, you answered them; you were a forgiving God to them, but an avenger 

of their wrongdoings.
Extol the Lord our God, and worship at his holy mountain; for the Lord our God is holy.

2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2
Since, then, we have such a hope, we act with great boldness, not like Moses, who put a 

veil over his face to keep the people of Israel from gazing at the end of the glory that was being 
set aside. But their minds were hardened. Indeed, to this very day, when they hear the read-
ing of the old covenant, that same veil is still there, since only in Christ is it set aside. Indeed, 
to this very day whenever Moses is read, a veil lies over their minds; but when one turns to the 
Lord, the veil is removed. Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is 
freedom. And all of us, with unveiled faces, seeing the glory of the Lord as though reflected in a 
mirror, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another; for this 
comes from the Lord, the Spirit.

Therefore, since it is by God’s mercy that we are engaged in this ministry, we do not lose 
heart. We have renounced the shameful things that one hides; we refuse to practice cunning 
or to falsify God’s word; but by the open statement of the truth we commend ourselves to the 
conscience of everyone in the sight of God.

Luke 9:28-36 (37-43)
Now about eight days after these sayings Jesus took with him Peter and John and James, 

and went up on the mountain to pray. And while he was praying, the appearance of his face 
changed, and his clothes became dazzling white. Suddenly they saw two men, Moses and Elijah, 
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talking to him. They appeared in glory and were speaking of his departure, which he was about 
to accomplish at Jerusalem. Now Peter and his companions were weighed down with sleep; but 
since they had stayed awake, they saw his glory and the two men who stood with him. 

Just as they were leaving him, Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is good for us to be here; 
let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah” — not knowing 
what he said. 

While he was saying this, a cloud came and overshadowed them; and they were terri-
fied as they entered the cloud. Then from the cloud came a voice that said, “This is my Son, my 
Chosen; listen to him!” 

When the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. And they kept silent and in those 
days told no one any of the things they had seen.

On the next day, when they had come down from the mountain, a great crowd met him. 
Just then a man from the crowd shouted, “Teacher, I beg you to look at my son; he is my only 
child. Suddenly a spirit seizes him, and all at once he shrieks. It convulses him until he foams at 
the mouth; it mauls him and will scarcely leave him. I begged your disciples to cast it out, but 
they could not.” 

Jesus answered, “You faithless and perverse generation, how much longer must I be with 
you and bear with you? Bring your son here.” 

While he was coming, the demon dashed him to the ground in convulsions. But Jesus 
rebuked the unclean spirit, healed the boy, and gave him back to his father.

And all were astounded at the greatness of God. While everyone was amazed at all that 
he was doing, he said to his disciples,

Saint Catherine’s Monastery, Sinai, Egypt


