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Texts: Leviticus 19:1-2, 9-18 • Psalm 119:33-40 • 1 Corinthians 3:10-11, 16-23 • 
Matthew 5:38-48

Leviticus 19:1-2, 9-18
The Lord spoke to Moses, saying: Speak to all the congregation of the peo-

ple of Israel and say to them: You shall be holy, for I the Lord your God am holy. 
When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap to the very edges of 
your field, or gather the gleanings of your harvest. You shall not strip your vine-
yard bare, or gather the fallen grapes of your vineyard; you shall leave them for 
the poor and the alien: I am the Lord your God.

You shall not steal; you shall not deal falsely; and you shall not lie to one 
another. And you shall not swear falsely by my name, profaning the name of your 
God: I am the Lord. You shall not defraud your neighbor; you shall not steal; and 
you shall not keep for yourself the wages of a laborer until morning. You shall not 
revile the deaf or put a stumbling block before the blind; you shall fear your God: 
I am the Lord. You shall not render an unjust judgment; you shall not be partial to 
the poor or defer to the great: with justice you shall judge your neighbor. You shall 
not go around as a slanderer among your people, and you shall not profit by the 
blood of your neighbor: I am the Lord. You shall not hate in your heart anyone of 
your kin; you shall reprove your neighbor, or you will incur guilt yourself. You shall 
not take vengeance or bear a grudge against any of your people, but you shall love 
your neighbor as yourself: I am the Lord.

Psalm 119:33-40
Teach me, O Lord, the way of your statutes, and I will observe it to the end.
Give me understanding, that I may keep your law and observe it with my 

whole heart.
Lead me in the path of your commandments, for I delight in it.
Turn my heart to your decrees, and not to selfish gain.
Turn my eyes from looking at vanities; give me life in your ways.
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Confirm to your servant your promise, which is for those who fear you.
Turn away the disgrace that I dread, for your ordinances are good.
See, I have longed for your precepts; in your righteousness give me life.

1 Corinthians 3:10-11, 16-23
According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master builder I laid 

a foundation, and someone else is building on it. Each builder must choose with 
care how to build on it.

For no one can lay any foundation other than the one that has been laid; 
that foundation is Jesus Christ.

Do you not know that you are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells 
in you? If anyone destroys God’s temple, God will destroy that person. For God’s 
temple is holy, and you are that temple.

Do not deceive yourselves. If you think that you are wise in this age, you 
should become fools so that you may become wise. For the wisdom of this world 
is foolishness with God. For it is written, “He catches the wise in their craftiness,” 
and again, “The Lord knows the thoughts of the wise, that they are futile.”

So let no one boast about human leaders. For all things are yours, whether 
Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the world or life or death or the present or the fu-
ture—all belong to you, and you belong to Christ, and Christ belongs to God.

Matthew 5:38-48
“You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.’ 

But I say to you, Do not resist an evildoer. But if anyone strikes you on the right 
cheek, turn the other also; and if anyone wants to sue you and take your coat, give 
your cloak as well; and if anyone forces you to go one mile, go also the second 
mile. Give to everyone who begs from you, and do not refuse anyone who wants 
to borrow from you.

“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate 
your enemy.’ But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who perse-
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cute you, so that you may be children of your Father in heaven; for he makes his 
sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the righteous and on the 
unrighteous. 

“For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? 
“Do not even the tax collectors do the same? 
“And if you greet only your brothers and sisters, what more are you doing 

than others?
“Do not even the Gentiles do the same? 
“Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.”

Youth Witness
by Max Brigman

Hello my name is Max Brigman. I’m a senior at Lamar High School. I have 
been a member of St. Paul’s since I was very little and can honestly say my entire 
faith journey has been through this church. I was baptized here as a baby, I went 
through all of the Sunday school classes and sang in the children’s choir until 6th 
grade when I attended confirmation class and was confirmed in the church. Since 
then I have served as an acolyte for the church, mostly in the early service. I have 
learned a lot about the Christian faith from the services, speakers, and teachers as 
well as about my own personal faith through my experiences. 

One of the most important things I learned was taking my faith into my ev-
eryday life. I’m involved in many different activities from swimming to Key Club to 
piano. For a long time I would come to church on Sunday morning sing the hymns, 
listen to the readings, understand the message, and walk away feeling very con-
nected to God. 

However, by the next day or even later that afternoon it’s like I was in a com-
pletely different world. I was right back into the mess of things, constantly going 
from one activity to the next. I wouldn’t make church every Sunday due to other ac-
tivities, but this wasn’t the problem. 
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It was that I didn’t put God into my everyday activities at school, at home, or 
anywhere. It seemed almost like there was no time in my life for God. The only time 
I really thought about God and felt his presence was here at church or out in nature. 
I was never the type to turn to God when I was in trouble; instead, I would just do 
what I needed to do in order to get through. It was only when I really had time to 
step back and look at the beauty of the world that I really recognized God. Fortu-
nately, an important experience in my life helped turn this around.

Something you need to know about me is I am a boy scout. I became a Tiger 
Scout in the first grade and progressed through the ranks until I became an Eagle 
Scout last fall. The summer of my sophomore year I went to Philmont Scout Ranch 
with a group of scouts from my troop for a 12-day backpacking trek. 

On our first night disaster struck. 
After having chosen our campground carefully, pitched our tents, and settled 

down for the night, it began to storm incredibly hard. We were in a canyon on the 
side of a small stream, and around 2 a.m. a wall of water came rushing down from 
the mountains, overwhelming the arroyos and covering the base of the mountain. 
Approximately eight inches of water was flowing against my tent, but it stayed up, 
unlike some others. My father and another adult ended up having to cut their way 
out of their tent and seek shelter from hypothermia in my tent. 

The morning showed the absolute destruction caused by the 100-year flash 
flood that hit us. The entire landscape had changed with trees and bushes complete-
ly flattened. The small stream was now a raging river, and most of our camping gear 
had been washed away. Thankfully everyone in my crew survived, unlike the crew 
camped only a mile away. However, our food was tied up in a bear bag that was now 
inaccessible on the opposite side of this uncrossable river. This river also prevented 
us from reaching any known potable water sources. 

At first we looked around in shock, but we were cold and wet and needed to 
get to work quickly. We built a fire, collected firewood, and scavenged for gear that 
had washed away. I began to consolidate the little equipment we had, and when two 
water filters and water purification tablets were found I immediately began purify-
ing water. This became our drinking water for the next two days. 
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We worked together as a troop and used our training to cope. 
By the next day the river receded down enough to build a log bridge. 
The third day we hiked to the closest staff camp with our remaining equip-

ment. All but five of us had lost our packs. The Philmont staff gave us the choice to 
provision and continue or quit. We choose to continue and completed the 80-mile 
trek including reaching the summit of Mt. Baldy despite the setback. 

A very important ideal in scouting is to “Be Prepared.” In fact it is our motto. 
In this case with our equipment, we were not ready for what would happen. There 
was almost no way to be. However, looking back, I realized that in many ways I re-
ally was prepared. God had given me the experience and training I needed to get 
through that trial. He had also given me the strength, physical and psychological, to 
persevere. 

I used to think that I got through all of my problems alone or with the help of 
my family and friends. After that trip, however, I realized that God is always there 
helping me through difficult times, constantly giving me the strength that I need 
and making sure that I never have to confront any problems alone. 

I now strive to recognize God not only when I look up at the stars and see 
something so beautiful and much greater than me, but also when I look inside my-
self, finding the strength to rise to the occasion. 

I by no means have this completely figured out, nor do I believe I’m invinci-
ble. But whenever I am faced by a trial, I realize that God is there with me, just like 
he is with all of us, helping us through. 

It is through St. Paul’s that I have come to learn, trust, and love God. Next 
year I will be going to college at Rice University. I do not know what challenges 
await or what this next big step in my life will bring, but through my faith in God I 
know that I am prepared. My faith will no doubt continue to evolve as I grow and 
mature, but I will keep this with me always.


