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Texts: 2 Kings 2:1-12 • Psalm 50:1-6 • 2 Corinthians 4:3-6 • Mark 9:2-9

2 Kings 2:1-12
Now when the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, 

Elijah and Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; for 
the Lord has sent me as far as Bethel.” 

But Elisha said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave 
you.” 

So they went down to Bethel. The company of prophets who were in Bethel 
came out to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the Lord will take 
your master away from you?” 

And he said, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 
Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here; for the Lord has sent me to Jericho.” 
But he said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” 
So they came to Jericho. The company of prophets who were at Jericho 

drew near to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the Lord will take 
your master away from you?”

And he answered, “Yes, I know; be silent.” 
Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the Lord has sent me to the Jordan.” 
But he said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” 
So the two of them went on. Fifty men of the company of prophets also 

went, and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing by the 
Jordan. Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up, and struck the water; the wa-
ter was parted to the one side and to the other, until the two of them crossed on 
dry ground.

When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you, 
before I am taken from you.” 

Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 
He responded, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am be-

ing taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will not.” 
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As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire 
separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 

Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, father! The chariots of Israel 
and its horsemen!” 

But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his own clothes and tore 
them in two pieces.

Psalm 50:1-6
The mighty one, God the Lord, speaks and summons the earth from the ris-

ing of the sun to its setting.
Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God shines forth.
Our God comes and does not keep silence, before him is a devouring fire, 

and a mighty tempest all around him.
He calls to the heavens above and to the earth, that he may judge his peo-

ple:
“Gather to me my faithful ones, who made a covenant with me by sacri-

fice!”
The heavens declare his righteousness, for God himself is judge. Selah

2 Corinthians 4:3-6
And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. In 

their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep 
them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image 
of God. For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and 
ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake. 

For it is the God who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” who has shone 
in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of 
Jesus Christ.
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Mark 9:2-9
Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them 

up a high mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 
and his clothes became dazzling white, such as no one on earth could bleach 
them. And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Je-
sus. 

Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make 
three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 

He did not know what to say, for they were terrified. 
Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, 

“This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” 
Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any more, 

but only Jesus.
As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one 

about what they had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead.

Youth Witness 
by Benji Tollett

 
Good morning, everyone!
It can be difficult to put your trust in someone else and blindly follow him or 

her: Elisha follows Elijah across the land; Peter, James, and John follow Jesus up to a 
high mountain; I too, have followed on a bus a group of young teenagers that I bare-
ly know  to go to a destination unknown to me...several times. We call them Youth 
Mystery Trips. That description also fulfills my first days of middle school and high 
school.

It is absolutely terrifying to relinquish your control and put it into the hands 
of someone else. Parents, I am sure, are always wary of the company they leave 
their children in. Students turn in an assignment and have to anxiously wait for 
the teacher to grade it on his or  her own time. Coworkers depend on each other to 
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do their jobs right so that a project can get done. Many times it pays off to delegate 
someone else that power, and other times, unfortunately, it does not.

So what is something people can trust in without fail? 
Themselves? 
Though it is important to have high self-confidence, no one can ever be ex-

pected to make the right decision for themselves every time. 
Their parents? 
It is a commandment to always respect one’s parents, but not even they are 

infallible. 
Through my 18 years of going to church, I have found that you can always 

put your faith in God and worship.
I have been taught many places that God always has a plan for everyone. 

“Well that’s just crazy,” I thought almost every time, “I’m going to choose my own 
fate!” Little did I know that it was part of God’s plan for me to think that. It’s like 
riding a train: you can believe anything you want about the train (how fast it’s 
going, where its destination is, who else is on it), but that doesn’t really change the 
fact that you’re still on a train.

When the three disciples went with Jesus to the top of the mountain, they 
witnessed an extraordinary event: Jesus’s clothes turned a blinding white, and they 
saw prophets of old appear before them. It always seems that Jesus leads his disci-
ples down crazy paths such as that — paths that would make many afraid. However, 
the disciples continued to follow Jesus without question. They were the original fol-
lowers of Jesus; they were the original Christians. They represent followers of Christ 
even in the crazy modern-day world where things change and happen so quickly it 
never seems to make sense. 

Like the disciples, followers of faith today can hold onto the knowledge that 
everything does come together somehow and everything in their life does serve a 
purpose; it creates a sense of comfort and structure that has statistically shown to 
improve well-being in more religious individuals.
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But faith is more than believing. It’s having full faith in it, too. After all, that’s 
why it’s called faith. Once I accepted that God has a plan for me, it became a passive 
effect to cool my anxiety when I think too hard about the future. 

I later learned that there is another step to this idea, which is to actively seek 
out what it is God intends for me to do and to understand any signs He has put in 
place for me.

I knew that I would always be destined to help people when I grow up: my 
caring personality and aptitude to help others has been a sign since my birth. 

What exactly do I do to help others? 
That has always been the question. Like many my age, I wonder what my 

career  will be. Going into high school, I thought it would be music or psychology. 
However, God works through people. After taking some higher level math and sci-
ence classes that my teachers convinced me to take, it became clear that I had a 
bright and enjoyable future in the STEM field. Also, after going on multiple mission 
trips where Tiffin — I mean — God placed me on a construction site five out of six 
times, it also became clear that I could use this aptitude to help others.

But that’s just my career. What could I use my other skills for? 
Well, through the trials and tribulations of the proverbial high school drama, 

I shook out to be quite the guy to talk to in times of troubles. I took this as a sign 
that I didn’t need to be a psychologist to help others and talk them through their 
problems; I just had to be the good friend I have been all along. 

As for music, that answer came during my mission trip to Palestine, TX, last 
summer. The amazing, talented worship leader, Laurel, who was lined up got sick 
and was unable to sing. A group of mission goers, including myself, volunteered 
to join an impromptu worship band to help Laurel out with worship. We learned 
all the music we could and led the rest of the camp in worship every day. Through 
a week of this, I learned that my musical abilities could help others spiritually and 
emotionally, but I could do it without having to make a career out of it.

I still have a long way to go with figuring out my life — in fact, I am sure that 
most people never feel that they have fully figured it out — but through following 
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Christ, praying, and paying attention to the signs that the Lord sends me, I am more 
figured-out than I have ever been. And continuing to follow Christ, I am positive 
that I will figure it out sooner or later.”

Thank you again for letting me do this!
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Mark 9:2-9
Transfiguration of Christ, c. 1480, by Giovanni Bellini, Italian, c. 1430 – 1516
Oil on wood
National Museum of Capodimonte, Naples, Italy
Giovanni Bellini created two versions of this event, the first completed in 1460 and currently 
in Venice, and this version, a less supernatural, less dark, painting, located in Naples. Jesus is 
flanked by Elijah on the left and Moses on the right, while on the ground are James, Peter, and 
John. A rift in the earth and a fence separate the viewer from the event, emphasizing the mys-
tery of the Transfiguration scene. The world of Jesus and the heavens is on one side of the rift, 
while the earthly world, markedly separated, is on the other. The light from the left casts the 
hills in the distance on the left in darkness, the hills on the right in sunshine.  Also, on the left is 
a dead tree trunk and a leafless tree, on the right a tree with foliage.  On the left peasants toil-
ing the soil, on the right monks and a church.  Earthly existence and death, life with Jesus and 
heaven.

Bellini, an Italian Renaissance painter, was born into a family of painters, including his father, 
brother, and his brother-in-law. His early works, executed in tempera (a mixture of colored pig-
ments and egg yolk) were the initial display of his depth of religious feeling. He became an early 
adapter of oil for his paintings. Oil is slower drying than tempera and allows better fusion of 
colors and gradation of tones. It is said that his most important contribution to art lies in his ex-
perimentation with the use of color and atmosphere in oil painting. Many of his works survive, 
though many have been lost. Titian was a pupil of his. 

— Art curated and narrative provided by Norman Mahan


