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Texts: Micah 6:1-8; Psalm 15; 1 Corinthians 1:18-31; and Matthew 5:1-12

They were all in the crowd that day with Jesus – hungry, sad, merciful, 
pure, peacemakers, poor, and persecuted. And they’re all here in our crowd 
today, too. 

Who among us has never been hungry or poor in spirit or mourned?  
And I know this congregation well enough already, there are the pure and 
peacemaker among you!

It is of course a portion of Jesus’ famous Sermon on the Mount, found 
in Matthew and Luke’s Gospel accounts. Taken together they address both 
what we might call the spiritual in Matthew and the physical in Luke. However, 
these are not categories that I feel Jesus would assign. Rather, the Gospels to-
gether give us the whole picture of Jesus’ concern for the entire person, the 
whole human being.

Jesus met the people where they were on that hillside long ago and 
turned the world upside down by saying about them – not cursed but blessed 
are you. 

New Testament scholar Alyce McKenzie says that about these blessings 
that we more practically believe, “Blessed are the self-reliant (not the poor in 
spirit), the cheerful (not those who mourn), the bold (not the meek), the pro-
active and the ambitious (not those who hunger and thirst for righteousness), 
blessed are those who demand to be treated fairly (not the merciful), those 
with a single, driving ambition (not the pure in heart), blessed are those who 
stand up for themselves (not the peacemakers), those who have a high quality 
of life (not the persecuted), and blessed are those who have a good reputation 
(not those who are reviled and slandered).”

It’s strange isn’t it, to call blessed those who would seem to lack 
something?

The pastor and Christian martyr Dietrich Bonhoeffer said this in his 
classic book called Life Together: 
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“In a Christian community everything depends upon whether each in-
dividual is an indispensable link in a chain. Only when even the smallest link 
is securely interlocked is the chain unbreakable…. Every Christian community 
must realize that not only do the weak need the strong but also that the strong 
cannot exist without the weak. The elimination of the weak is the death of the 
fellowship.”

Jesus taught the assembled, then and now, that being the church does 
not mean being the club of those who have it all together. It does not mean 
being a close circle with everybody who likes our style and tastes. In fact, as 
the late William Temple said, the church is the one place, the one organization 
in the world that primarily exists for the non-member. In other words, we are 
always incomplete, always making room for those who Jesus — in fact, calls 
blessed. After all, the church made room for us!

And so, what is it?  
What is it that makes these conditions that Jesus names blessed ones? 
I wonder if it isn’t about having a certain disposition. 
I wonder if it isn’t about our posture and spirit, the way we approach 

life.  
For Matthew here, I wonder if it isn’t a hunger for God, an awareness of 

one’s own poverty of spirit?  
And so might ask, have we come fully to grips with our need for God? 
Have we identified that gnawing, unsettled place in us in fact as a space 

for Christ to enter and claim?
Do we come at life with a depth of curiosity, do we have a deep desire to 

know and love Christ? 
Do we come at life with a deep want for peace, enough to work for it? 
The good news is (that) these are things we can cultivate. These are not 

attributes we have to be born with, these are ways of being that can be learned 
and nurtured. 
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This I think is Matthew’s particular angle on this sermon from the 
mount. I think that Matthew’s particular angle is about a posture, a disposi-
tion, readiness for such a blessed life. 

The original Greek for many of these conditions of blessedness, we 
might call them, indicate that it is an internal condition. For Matthew then 
what is being mourned for example is not just external situations of sadness or 
tragedy but a mourning over one’s own spiritual condition if you will.

So, blessed are those, Jesus said here, who are mourning, who are aware 
of their own brokenness, aware of one’s own need for healing and salvation. So 
if you are so aware, blessed are you, because you are wrestling with who you 
are and who God would have you be. 

Our prophet Micah has this back and forth with Yahweh the Lord that 
concludes in those often-spoken words that what the Lord wants from us is to 
“do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God.”

Resonating with the beatitudes of Matthew, it is a famous scripture pas-
sage about the posture of the faithful. Our spirit, our disposition, our posture 
is kindness, humility that is not mistaken for passivity but is a sort of deep 
well of faith that roots our work for justice. Each attribute of the faithful life 
here needs the other. Kindness alone is wonderful and so is humility. We sore-
ly need both. Seeking justice is needed too, but alone, untethered to God, it can 
run amok; but together, they form a whole person — and to Micah’s point, a 
community of people walking with God.  

This hungry disposition, this posture of peacemaking, and all the others 
might in short illustrate a certain availability that Jesus is excited about here. 
He is excited to have students ready to learn and sees their readiness, their 
availability. They are hungry.

It is like the simple humorous story of the one who applied for a job as a 
handyman. The prospective employer asked, “Can you do carpentry?” 

The man answered in the negative. 
“How about bricklaying?” 
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Again the man answered, “No.”
The employer asked, “Well, what about electrical work?” 
The man said “No, I don’t know anything about that either.” 
Finally the employer said, “Well, tell me then what is handy about you.” 
The man replied, “I live just around the corner.”
Availability, even if I have none of the skills desired. I am here, I am 

ready…I am hungry.
Availability to follow Jesus, wherever it takes us, even, Jesus’ sermon 

says, if it leads to persecution.
This upside down living, this upside down vision of the kingdom of God 

to be on earth as it is in heaven changes value systems, it names the broken 
places in unpopular sorts of ways. 

The letter to the Corinthians illustrates this upside down kingdom with 
its naming of foolishness and wisdom being flip flopped and turned on its 
head. The cross would seem a foolish end to the life of Jesus wouldn’t it? The 
cross, the final symbol, of course, of Jesus’ own persecution.

And some would say that to be persecuted, reviled, called out, made fun 
of, marginalized, or for the martyrs, death because of following  the way of 
Jesus means not blessing but defeat.

But friends, physical life, personal safety and security are not the only 
things worth preserving — life by itself is not the greatest blessing, it is giving 
one’s life in service to Jesus Christ that is what typifies the blessed!

As Martin Luther King, Jr., was frequently quoted as saying, “The person 
who has not found something worth dying for has nothing for which to live.” 

So actually blessed are you when people persecute you because of fol-
lowing Jesus. Remember, great is your reward in heaven.

Have you ever heard of “broken English?” 
Did you know “broken English” is treated as an actual language in some 

places? 
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 I read about a North Carolina Judge named Jesse Caldwell and a true 
story he told of a Vietnamese woman who was waiting her turn to be exam-
ined in a crowded hospital emergency room. She gradually became aware of a 
frustrating “non-conversation” being attempted a few seats down. A nurse was 
trying to ask a new patient for some details on her illness. The patient spoke 
Spanish. The nurse did not. 

The Vietnamese woman listened for a minute. Then she realized that, 
while she didn’t speak Spanish, she did understand the broken-English bits 
and phrases the Spanish-speaking patient offered as answers. Because of her 
own experience of learning to communicate in “broken English,” the Vietnam-
ese woman could hear the heart and gist of what this other woman was trying 
to say. The Vietnamese woman offered to “translate” the broken English of the 
Spanish speaker into something the nurse could understand. 

She was so successful at bridging the brokenness of their languages 
that eventually the Vietnamese woman was hired by the hospital as a kind of 
generic translator because brokenness, if you will, was the common language 
spoken by the hospital patients.

Sounds a great deal like a community of the so-called blessed according 
to Jesus…sounds like the church when it’s at its best…the broken joining with 
the broken in a place of healing, bridging one another from this life to the next 
in which Jesus says there will be great reward.

So, blessed are you, all of you, for yours is the kingdom of heaven.
In the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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