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Jonah 3:1-5, 10
 
Jonah Praying before the Walls of Nineveh, c. 1655
Drawing with pen and brush
by Rembrandt Harmenszoon van Rijn, Dutch, 1606 – 1669
Albertina, Vienna, Austria

Jonah, displeased with God because He changed His mind, went out of the walls and sat 
down, waiting to see what would become of the city. He had prayed previously, and no doubt 
he prayed now also. God appointed a bush to give shade over his head. Rembrandt has envi-
sioned this scene with both tenderness and strength. Jonah’s face appears in pain, desperation. 
His body is taunt, his arm and hands are held with passion. And the scene around him, the city 
walls, the environment, is calm and peaceful. God had compassion and forgiveness for the city 
and its inhabitants. 
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Texts: Jonah 3:1-5, 10 • Psalm 62:5-12 • 1 Corinthians 7:29-31 • Mark 1:14-20

Jonah 3:1-5, 10
The word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time, saying, “Get up, go to Nineveh, that 

great city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.” 
So Jonah set out and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh 

was an exceedingly large city, a three days’ walk across. Jonah began to go into the city, going a 
day’s walk. 

And he cried out, “Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!”
And the people of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great 

and small, put on sackcloth. When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil 
ways, God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; 
and he did not do it.

Psalm 62:5-12 
For God alone my soul waits in silence, for my hope is from him.
He alone is my rock and my salvation, my fortress; I shall not be shaken.
On God rests my deliverance and my honor; my mighty rock, my refuge is in God.
Trust in him at all times, O people; pour out your heart before him; God is a refuge for 

us. Selah
Those of low estate are but a breath, those of high estate are a delusion; in the balances 

they go up; they are together lighter than a breath.
Put no confidence in extortion, and set no vain hopes on robbery; if riches increase, do 

not set your heart on them.
Once God has spoken; twice have I heard this: that power belongs to God,
and steadfast love belongs to you, O Lord. For you repay to all according to their work.

Rembrandt was an innovative and prolific master in three media: painting, printmak-
ing, and drawing; approximately 1,400 of his drawings having been preserved and catalogued. 
Most of his drawings can be compared to notes jotted down by a great writer, while sometimes 
the drawings are worked over and polished. He would draw on anything at hand – sketches by 
him have been discovered on bills, printed pages, and on the backs of funeral announcements. 
It was Rembrandt’s practice to sign and date his paintings and etchings, but he seldom put his 
name on his drawings; only about two dozen bear his signature.

— Art curated and narrative provided by Norman Mahan
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1 Corinthians 7:29-31 
I mean, brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown short; from now on, let even 

those who have wives be as though they had none, and those who mourn as though they were 
not mourning, and those who rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, and those who buy 
as though they had no possessions, and those who deal with the world as though they had no 
dealings with it. For the present form of this world is passing away.

Mark 1:14-20
Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, 

and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in 
the good news.” 

As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a 
net into the sea — for they were fishermen. And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I will make 
you fish for people.” 

And immediately they left their nets and followed him. 
As he went a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who were 

in their boat mending the nets. Immediately he called them; and they left their father Zebedee 
in the boat with the hired men, and followed him.


