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Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
Porcelain plate with red iron and gold highlights, c. 1725-1735
Unknown artist, Qing dynasty, 1644-1912
Guimet Museum of Asian Art, Paris, France

The dove appears to be ascending in this depiction of Christ’s baptism, and there is no depiction 
of God. These two characteristics differ from more conventional iconography of this event.  And 
Christ and John are of Chinese descent, which is not surprising. 
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Texts: Isaiah 43:1-7 • Psalm 29 • Acts 8:14-17 • Luke 3:15-17, 21-22

The earliest confirmation of Chinese Christianity is written on an 8th-century stone tablet 
known as the Nestorian Stele. Created during the Tang dynasty (618 - 907) and erected in 781, 
buried in 845, and then rediscovered in 1625, it documents 150 years of Christianity in China. 
This stele is currently located in the Beilin Museum, a museum for steles and stone sculptures, 
in Xi’an, China. 

The Mongols established the Yuan dynasty (1271 - 1368) in China in the 13th century, several 
Mongol tribes being Nestorian Christian. Franciscan friars initiated mission work in China in 
1294, working alongside the Nestorian Christians for about a century. The friars were later 
ejected by the Ming dynasty (1368 - c.1644), and by the early 16th century no reliable informa-
tion exists about any practicing Christians remaining in China.  Jesuits and Franciscans began 
mission work in the late 16th century, but conflict between Christian doctrine and Chinese cus-
toms resulted in their being expelled in the early 1700’s. Later, during the Qing dynasty (c.1636 - 
1912) and as a result of contact with foreign powers, additional waves of missionaries arrived in 
China. Widely varying estimates place the current number of Christians in China anywhere from 
20 million to 100 million.

 — Art curated and narrative provided by Norman Mahan

Isaiah 43:1-7
But now thus says the Lord, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel: 

Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine. When you pass 
through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; 
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you. For I 
am the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. I give Egypt as your ransom, Ethiopia 
and Seba in exchange for you. Because you are precious in my sight, and honored, and I love 
you, I give people in return for you, nations in exchange for your life. Do not fear, for I am with 
you; I will bring your offspring from the east, and from the west I will gather you; I will say to the 
north, “Give them up,” and to the south, “Do not withhold; bring my sons from far away and my 
daughters from the end of the earth — everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for 
my glory, whom I formed and made.”
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Psalm 29
Ascribe to the Lord, O heavenly beings, ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.
Ascribe to the Lord the glory of his name; worship the Lord in holy splendor.
The voice of the Lord is over the waters; the God of glory thunders, the Lord, over 

mighty waters.
The voice of the Lord is powerful; the voice of the Lord is full of majesty.
The voice of the Lord breaks the cedars; the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon.
He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, and Sirion like a young wild ox.
The voice of the Lord flashes forth flames of fire.
The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.
The voice of the Lord causes the oaks to whirl, and strips the forest bare; and in his 

temple all say, “Glory!”
The Lord sits enthroned over the flood; the Lord sits enthroned as king forever.
May the Lord give strength to his people! May the Lord bless his people with peace!

Acts 8:14-17
Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, 

they sent Peter and John to them. The two went down and prayed for them that they might 
receive the Holy Spirit (for as yet the Spirit had not come upon any of them; they had only been 
baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus). Then Peter and John laid their hands on them, and they 
received the Holy Spirit.

Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts con-

cerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by saying, “I baptize 
you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the 
thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his 
hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will 
burn with unquenchable fire.”

Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and 
was praying, the heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form 
like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well 
pleased.”


